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§301.4

authority to adopt bylaws for carrying
out the functions of the Conference.

§301.4 Activities.

(a) The Conference may study the ef-
ficiency, adequacy, and fairness of the
administrative procedure used by ad-
ministrative agencies in carrying out
administrative programs. Subjects for
inquiry by the Conference are devel-
oped by the Chairman, the Council, the
committees, and the Assembly. The
committees, with the assistance of
staff and consultants, conduct thor-
ough studies of these subjects and de-
velop proposed recommendations and
supporting reports. Reports and rec-
ommendations are considered by the
Council and distributed to the member-
ship, with the views and recommenda-
tions of the Council, to be placed on
the agenda of a plenary session. The
Assembly has complete authority to
approve, amend, remand, or reject rec-
ommendations presented by the com-
mittees. The deliberations of the As-
sembly are public. Recommendations
may be made to administrative agen-
cies, collectively or individually, and
to the President, Congress, or the Judi-
cial Conference of the United States, as
the Conference considers appropriate.

(b) The Conference may arrange for
interchange among administrative
agencies of information potentially
useful in improving administrative
procedure, collect information and sta-
tistics from administrative agencies
and publish such reports as it considers
useful for evaluating and improving ad-
ministrative procedure, and enter into
arrangements with any administrative
agency or major organizational unit
within an administrative agency pursu-
ant to which the Conference performs
any of the functions described in this
section.

(c) The Conference may provide as-
sistance in response to requests relat-
ing to the improvement of administra-
tive procedure in foreign countries,
subject to the concurrence of the Sec-
retary of State or the Administrator of
the Agency for International Develop-
ment, as appropriate, except that:

(1) Such assistance shall be limited
to the analysis of issues relating to ad-
ministrative procedure, the provision
of training of foreign officials in ad-
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ministrative procedure, and the design
or improvement of administrative pro-
cedure, where the expertise of members
of the Conference is indicated; and

(2) Such assistance may only be un-
dertaken on a fully reimbursable basis,
including all direct and indirect admin-
istrative costs.

(d) For purposes of this section:

(1) ‘““Administrative program’ in-
cludes a Federal function which in-
volves protection of the public interest
and the determination of rights, privi-
leges, and obligations of private per-
sons through rulemaking, adjudication,
licensing, or investigation, except that
it does not include a military or for-
eign affairs function of the United
States; and

2) “Administrative procedure”’
means procedure used in carrying out
an administrative program and is to be
broadly construed to include any as-
pect of agency organization, procedure,
or management which may affect the
equitable consideration of public and
private interests, the fairness of agen-
cy decisions, the speed of agency ac-
tion, and the relationship of operating
methods to later judicial review, but
does not include the scope of agency re-
sponsibility as established by law or
matters of substantive policy com-
mitted by law to agency discretion.

§301.5 Office of the Chairman.

The Chairman is the chief executive
of the Conference. The Chairman pre-
sides at meetings of the Council and at
each plenary session of the Conference.
Among his powers is the authority to
encourage Federal agencies to adopt
the recommendations of the Con-
ference. The Chairman is also author-
ized to make inquiries into matters he
considers important for Conference
consideration, including matters pro-
posed by individuals inside or outside
the Federal Government. The purpose
of such inquiries is not to review the
results in particular cases, but rather
to determine whether the problems
should be made the subject of Con-
ference study in the interests of devel-
oping fair and effective procedures for
such cases. Upon request of the head of
an agency, the Chairman is authorized
to furnish assistance and advice on
matters of administrative procedure.
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